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COMMUNICATIONS

There is in Mycenaean studies a new controversy, which has grown out of
the latest meeting of the London Seminar and has attracted the attention of
the press. It may seem more heated than it ought to be. Yet let it wax even
stronger. For it does involve fundamental and important questions, among
them the chronology of the habitation and destruction of the Palace at Knossos,
the times and places of finding of individually identifiable Linear B tablets,
and the date or dates at which they were inscribed.

The philological arguments for the comparative date of the language of
Mycenaean Greeks at Knossos, Mycenae, and Pylos seen in different spellings
or forms of the same words, if they can be distinguished from regional dif=
ferences of dialect, and are not simply due to scribal variations in ortho=
graphy, are not likely soon to be met with a uniform and generally accepted
answer. Even then philological (i.e. linguistic) evidence properly bears
little weight in archaeological arguments.

The history of the Palace at Knossos will be better tested by small sup-
plementary excavations, which have been in progress for some time with
this end in view, than by debate about the conduct of the original excavation.
Still, the re-examination of the contemporary notes of the excavations will
be of great help, and should by all means be undertaken, especially if the
grounds for the inevitable discrepancies among the Day-Books, the Pre-
liminary reports, and the final publication in the Palace of Minos can be
discovered. Particularly valuable for Linear B studies would be the pub-
lication (perhaps in a few microfilm copies ?) of those Day-Books in question.
These might provide evidence for the determination of the find-spots of the
tablets and for their original numeration. As it is now, any attempt to fix
the identity of tablets found in this or that spot, with few exceptions, leads
either to hopeless confusion or to a doubtful guess. Some tablets in the
Iraklion Museum bear three or four different pencilled numbers, and are
assigned other numbers in SM II. Such repeated changes in numerations,
which can not often be tracza-,— make the identification of tablets recorded as
from particular find-spots (e.g. in SM II) unreliable, and leave serious
doubts about the original groupings of many texts. It would be worth a great
deal, even without a hint of the present controversy, to have available the
best possible reconstruction of the record of discovery of the inscribed
tablets from Minos' Palace, and of their subsequent fortunes.

Somewhat similar questions have been raised about the time and place of
finding of certain tablets and fragments from Pylos in connection with an
earlier controversy. Some indications may, of course, be found in the excav~
ation reports, in the publications of the texts, and in other articles. But these
indications are not sufficient, and a full record of all the steps from the dis=
covery of the tablets, their numeration, their cleaning, their recording in
photograph and copy, and the joining of their fragments to their publication
is being prepared, and should be of some assistance in their interpretation.
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