NESTOR b 2 1 November 1960

COMMUNICATIONS

“In the course of the excavations at Kiparissia being conducted by the Greek
Archaeological Society, a large beehive tomb of the Mycenaean Age was dis-
covered, according to the Athens News Service” - New York Times
October 8, 1960.
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COMMUNICATIONS

S. Marinatos has kindly supplied many further details to add to the report
of the discovery of a tholos tomb near Kyparissia. He writes:

“In the Messenian aulon, where the previous investigations of Valmin were
not without success (e.g. Malthi=-Dorion, Bodia, Kopanaki) I found an entire
Mycenaean stronghold near the village Mouriatada, 9 km. to the east of
Kyparissia, in a mountainous district. There were abundant traces of Cyclo~
paean constructions, among which were a megaron with a beautiful floor of
plaster and another similar construction which may well be a temple. A
tholos tomb, well preserved, but plundered, was excavated there. I called the
site tentatively *tAmphigeneia!

About 8 km. to the north-west, near the village of Moira, the tholos tomb
appeared. It is a magnificent monument, a tholos 12 m. in diameter, with the
facade in ashlar masonry of poros, and with two Minoan A signs, which are
mason's marks, I believe. It is of course plundered. It will be excavated
next year, as the huge lintel is a danger. The interest of the tomb is that,
although a member of the third category of Wace's classification at Mycenae,
it contained in the dromos and in the filling of the tholos as far as it has been
excavated, only LH I/II and matt-purinted pottery, together with the coarse
black, partly incised local ware, the so-called ‘Adriatic’ element of Valmin.”

The two signs appear, each on a separate block of the ashlar masonry, on
the left door-jamb, facing the dromos and slightly below the lintel. The upper
sign is a ‘branch’ sign, nearly resembling that identified in F. Chapouthier,
Les Ecritures Minoennes au Palais de Mallia, Catalogue des signes muraux,
pp. 76=82 as VI (esp. specimen 2), while the lower is a ‘double-axe’ sign,

resembling that shown as I (esp. specimen 9). y
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